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associations with, which they will have no connection hereafter.
The Ranch! College Scheme was intended largely to provide for the separate home life of persons who, by their position, race, or religion, require a separate home life while attending school or college. It was also designed especially to meet the difficulty of religious education in Institutions under the control of Government. Government cannot yet at least separate itself entirely from education, and It Is necessary, therefore, to devise means whereby the education which it provides shall not be divorced entirely from religion, But It must be borne In mind that another and even more important means of providing religious Instruction Is to do it through aided Institutions. Both these methods demand attention and should be fostered. I am very strongly convinced that unless we provide for religious training as well as for secular instruction, we expose the peoples of India to an unspeakable danger. We do more than this. We educate the youth of India In a manner that Is strongly distasteful to their parents.
The people of India are naturally a religious people, and they have a strong belief in the influences of religion and of home life. If we fall to give religious Instruction, we shall either find the people of India becoming by our influence, and against their will, agnostic and atheistic in their views, and wanting in religious and moral character; or we shall have them full of an altogether justifiable discontent with our system of education. It may be that they will take education Into their own hands. That, I am afraid, is not very likely, for, as I have said, the people need the assistance and the leading of Government In a matter of this kind. And, if they do not, the strong feeling which at present urges them to appeal to Government for help to supply them with religious education will, when that demand is refused, lead them Infallibly into a position of discontent and opposition. I regard the matter, therefore, as of the very highest importance in respect of the future of the people of India.
There has been great" advance made In respect of higher